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With The Last Of The Great Generation:  
 

By Dr. Gabriel Aslanian 

68 years has passed since the end of WWII and every day fewer heroes and 
heroines from that epic conflict remain with us. Every one of them that passes 
through our practice holds a special place in my heart 
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A man walking in wearing a 
blue or black baseball cap, 
with gold embroidered 
military lettering, is usually 
how it starts. My staff knows 
that when one of “them” 
walks in the door, the schedule is about to go 
south real fast. They do everything short of 
asking them to take off their hat, in order to 
avoid me noticing. It seldom works however, 
once I spot a veteran in my waiting room I forget 
about the meeting I may have later that evening 
or the emergency added on to the schedule. I 
become the kid I once was when I went to a 
Dodger game and got close enough to see the 
expressions on the faces of the players in the 
infield...I am amongst heroes.  
I’m sure if you were to ask them about the same 
visit they would describe it quite differently. They 
have little reason to be giddy. It’s usually the 
extraction of one of their last teeth or some type 
of pre-prosthetic surgery they don’t remember 
why they needed or wanted. As soon as I walk 
in, they usually open wide without saying a word. 
It’s the act of a soldier who knows the best way 
out of a mess is to just get it over with. 
Submission to fate, hoping to get lucky and 
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on the 3 hour 
road trip from 
Paris to 
Normandy. 
But that all 
ended when 
they walked 
down the path from the parking lot and turned 
the corner into the American Military Cemetery 
at Omaha Beach. Pleas for gelato and calls out 
for “riding shotgun” on the way back were 
replaced with absolute silence. They got 
it…and what I ended up getting are two 
lifelong History Channel buddies. 

The Greatest Generation is a term coined by 
journalist Tom Brokaw to describe the 
generation who grew up in the United States and 
went to fight in World War II. With decreasing 
frequency, we are honored to have them as 
patients and quickly come to call them friends. 
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preparing for the worst is! nothing new to them. 
Meanwhile, I have no intention of treating them 
just yet, “Did you see combat? Pacific or 
Europe? How old were you? What did you see? 
What do you remember?” Once I break the ice 
and ask a few questions, their stoic often tired 
faces take new form. Wrinkled eyelids separate 
a bit further, a cough or two clears the throat 
and curved spines straighten, almost always 
with the help of a cane or walker. It’s seldom 
that I encounter the guy that doesn’t want to 
talk about it. They are passed that stage; they 
are ready to talk if only someone would listen. 
Even still, they always understate their 
sacrifice. They are humble, dignified men & 
women who have experienced things as kids 
no one ever should in an entire lifetime.  The 
full story is usually extracted, no pun intended, 
from a spouse or a family member. Otherwise, 
you would never know that a mild mannered 
CPA like Mr. Seymour Fainberg flew 35 combat 
missions, was shot out of the sky over Belgium 

behind enemy lines, 
avoided being 
captured by the 
Germans and made 
it back to his unit, 
only to go up in 

another B-17. 
Having a “captive” audience was a problem I 
had last summer when I took my family to 
Normandy, France. At the time, getting a 12 
and 9 year old to appreciate the significance of 
D-Day seemed impossible, even with two 
weeks of pre-trip History Channel and lectures 
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BORN 1921 
CHICAGO, IL.  
B-17  
BOMBARDIER & 
NAVIGATOR  
384TH BOMBER 
GROUP 
FLEW 35 BOMBING 
MISSIONS ENDING ON 

MARCH 15, 1945. WAS SHOT DOWN OVER 
BELGIUM. BECAME A CPA IN 1959. LIVES 
IN NORTHRIDGE WITH HIS WIFE, MARTA. 
 

BORN 1918 
FOWLER, CA 
U.S. ARMY 
STATIONED IN THE 
PACIFIC FOR THE 
ENTIRE DURATION OF 
THE WAR. LOOKED 
AFTER A COMPANY 
OF 200 SOLDIERS. 

WORKED AT CHAPMAN STUDIO FOR 55 
YEARS & BUILT ONE OF THE FIRST MOVIE 
CRANES IN THE INDUSTRY. LIVES IN WEST 
HILLS WITH HIS WIFE, MARY. 
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We started 2012 with 8000 gallons of water pouring into our suite in 
Northridge from the office above us.  Water poured down through the walls, 
from the ceiling panels and out to the street. Everything from charts to 
baseboards was soaked and most of the office was destroyed after 12-14 
hours of deluge from above. Some of my comments that morning 
reflected the full range of emotions experienced that day: 
• Denial: "Get lost...how bad could it be? So what time can I move my 

first patient to? I'll bring some paper towels from home." 
• Anger: "Why is this happening to me? Who is to blame? Is it the 

chiropractor that never says hello and takes the best 
parking spot? He'll pay for this!!!" 

• Depression: "Now what do I do? That’s it, I'm screwed, I will never pull a tooth in this town again!" 
• Acceptance: "Well, everything happens for a reason. I never liked that wallpaper anyway... Did I pay the 

last insurance premium that was sitting on my desk?" 
A few days after the incident, a patient and I were talking about our 
mutual childhood hero, the Six Million Dollar Man, and he offered up some 
words of consolation that I’ve held on to throughout this experience…He 
said, "We would have never had the Six Million Dollar Man if he hadn't 
gotten all messed up in the first place!"  All messed up is exactly how it 
was but with the help of family, colleagues, friends and my incredible staff 
we have come back better and stronger than ever.  

"We would have never had 
the S ix  Mi l l ion Dol lar  Man i f  

he hadn't  got ten a l l  
messed up in the f i rs t  

p lace!" 
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Remember Oscar Goldman & Dr .  Rudy Wel ls?  
 Oscar  &  Dr .  Rudy were  the  two guys  that  were  there  to  f i x  up  the  

S ix  M i l l ion  Do l la r  Man whenever  he  got  in to  t roub le  or  had a  
ma jor  wh ipp ing .  That  pre t ty  much descr ibes  the  ro le  Shuber t  
Sa far ian ,  o f  Quatron Construc t ion  and Bob Mothershead f rom 
Pat terson have p layed in  our  reconstruc t ion .  These guys  know 

the i r  s tu f f  and were  there  for  us  f rom s tar t  to  f in ish .  Quatron 
Construc t ion  spec ia l izes  in  bu i ld ing  med ica l /denta l  o f f i ces  and 
work ing w i th  Shuber t  was a  great  exper ience .  Bob Mothershead is  
another  incred ib le  guy  who went  to  great  lengths  to  he lp  us  get  
back  on our  fee t .  They  both  went  above and beyond what  was 
expected o f  them and for  tha t  I  am t ru ly  gra te fu l .  



Odontogenic cysts can often go unnoticed until they become so large that treating them surgically can pose many 
risks including nerve injury and pathologic fractures.  
Cyst decompression is an amazing tool that serves as an alternative to invasive surgery and obviates the need for 
costly and debilitating surgery. A couple of our own cases illustrated here confirms the old adage that patience is truly 
a virtue. 

CASE 1 
A.H. is a 47-year-old male who came in for a second opinion after being diagnosed with 
a dentigerous cyst associated with an impacted lower right 3rd molar. He had seen a 
head & neck surgeon who contemplated resecting the mandible and reconstructing the 
jaw with a muscle and bone transfer from his fibula. Rightly so, he sought another 
opinion from another surgeon who planned on removing the cyst and performing a hip 
graft to fill in what would be a large mandibular defect. We offered him the option of 
decompressing the cyst by un-roofing it from the top. An opening would be created 
into the oral cavity which be held open by an acrylic prosthesis for several months to 
allow the cyst to shrink, thereby making surgical treatment easier and less invasive. 
After several months the cyst diameter decreased to a point where simple removal 
along with the tooth was performed with no residual defects or neurological 
complications. 
 
CASE 2  
C.P. was referred complaining of discomfort behind an 
erupted lower left 3rd molar. PA radiographs would have 
never caught this monster extending from 1st molar to the 
condyle! This cyst was biopsied and the 3rd molar was 
extracted at the same time in order to once again, un-roof 
the cyst. The diagnosis here was an odontogenic keratocyst which 
is much more aggressive than a simple cyst and also tends to re-
occur so shrinking this cyst was essential to making sure the 
whole lesion would be removed and nothing would be left behind. 
As you might imagine, it took over a year to shrink down to a 
manageable size. But with patience and compliance wearing the 
prosthesis (courtesy of Wire Works Orthodontic Lab in Glendale) 
we were able to shrink the cyst to where all the margins were 

accessible via an intra oral approach. Both of!these patients substituted expensive and invasive 
surgery with patience and have gone on to have rock solid bone fill. 
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About  me… 

By Dr. Gabriel Aslanian 

When faced with debilitating surgery for a non-debilitating 
disease, patients find comfort in conservative treatment, as 
long as they are patient patients… 

Second Opinion: Patience is a Virtue 
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Valley Oral Surgery & Implant Center 
Gabriel Aslanian, DDS, MD 
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Valley Oral Surgery & Implant Center Partners With      StemSave 
 
Patients can now recover and save stem cells found in teeth. The recent discovery that stem cells exist in teeth has the 
potential to transform the future of medicine. Today, hospitals are utilizing stem cells to treat leukemia and heart failure 
and are transplanting organs grown from a patient's own stem cells. The current research being conducted suggests that 
stem cell therapy will be able to treat many of today's most difficult diseases. 
I think it’s remarkable that we can offer our patients a potential life-saving procedure by preserving teeth that would 
otherwise be discarded. In particular, children and young adults should consider banking their stem cells while 
undergoing extraction of wisdom teeth, baby teeth and serial extractions for orthodontic reasons. These planned, 
elective dental procedures provide an ideal time to preserve one's stem cells. Recovery and cryopreservation of stem 
cells residing within teeth for future use in personalized medicine and regenerative medical therapies is on the horizon. 
!
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One of the consolations of having gone through the recent water 
damage and reconstruction at Northridge was the opportunity 
to upgrade to cone beam technology. We spent months 
evaluating the various systems and finally decided to 
purchase the Planmeca 3D MID which utilizes cutting edge 
technology and provides unbelievable diagnostics at lower 
radiation exposures than conventional plane film 

radiography. Whether looking for root pathology with a mini-scan or full upper and lower jaw imaging 
in both 2D and 3D, the Planmeca MID has taken our practice to a whole new level! 

Join the Valley Oral Surgery & Implant Center Study Club! ST"ASTCUV!AT!GLC!MN=W!X:L9"U!T)!LFF!A/U!:/LT"!)YT0!A/U!)FTTVZ!!


